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Pathway to College: Apply for scholarships now By Lynn Ondrusek  
 

Editor's note: Pathway to College is an occasional feature for high school students 

and parents navigating the daunting college entrance process. 

With some students sitting with acceptance letters in hand and awaiting financial aid 

packages, now is the prime time high school seniors should be applying for 

scholarships to help with the cost of higher education. 

But when it comes to applying for the scholarships and which ones to apply to, Joe 

Formica, career and college guidance counselor at East Stroudsburg High School 

South, said that if students meet the eligibility criteria for a scholarship, they should 

apply for it, especially if it’s from a local source. 

“The applicant pool is a lot less and the chance is greater at getting it,” Formica said. 

He explained that not all students who are eligible are going to take the time to print 

out the applications, fill them out and turn them in. In the past there have been 

instances that he has struggled to find qualified seniors to give away scholarship 

money. 

“You never know when you apply that you may be the only applicant or one of four 

or five,” he said. 

Some area high schools, such as East Stroudsburg North and South and Pleasant 

Valley, keep a list of local scholarships and the applications on the guidance pages of 

the high school website. This gives students the opportunity to go through and see 

which ones they are eligible for. 

Other schools, such as Pocono Mountain West and East, have lists available in the 

guidance offices that students can pick up during the school day. Stroudsburg has a 

list of websites students can go to as well. 

Students can also use the popular search site from College Board and other websites, 

such as chegg.com or finaid.org.  



Formica said there are many local scholarships students can apply for on the county 

level, such as the NEPA Federal Credit Union Foundation Scholarships and the 

Kiwanis Club Scholarship and the Kiwanis Club Citation Award. 

Six students from each of the school districts, along with the Monroe Career and 

Technical Institute and Notre Dame High School, are awarded $1,250 for the Kiwanis 

Club Scholarship. They are chosen by the student’s high school, said Ed Henning, 

president of the Stroudsburg club. 

The Citation award is also given to six students in $500 amounts. For more than 50 

years the club has given $10,500 in scholarship money to students each year, Henning 

said. 

Formica said districts and schools have their own scholarships, such as East 

Stroudsburg South’s Al Keglovits Memorial Scholarship, Joseph DeVivo Memorial 

Scholarship and the Michael Scott Goucher music and criminal justice scholarships. 

If students plan to apply for a lot of scholarships, using a working resume will help fill 

out the forms faster, Formica said. The resume can highlight achievements and 

leadership in a professional way, and just require stapling to the application form.  

Formica said students should be aware of deadlines, as many scholarship applications 

will be due between now and late March. 

Students should check with the colleges they have been accepted to or will be 

attending for additional scholarship opportunities or if anything extra needs to be 

completed to be considered for scholarships for their freshman year, Formica said. 

Be aware if an application asks for any type of fee. A true scholarship should not have 

a processing or application fee with it, Formica said. 

Scholarships that are based on financial need will ask for household income or 

adjusted gross income from a tax return. The family should be willing to share the 

information with the scholarship sponsor, because without it the scholarship sponsor 

can’t make an objective decision on the financial need toward the scholarship. 

 


